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Florence, 20 June 2019
SECRETS OF TRAJAN'S COLUMN REVEALED IN THE BOBOLI GARDENS
A spectacular exhibition running from 21 June to 6 October explores the construction of the superb monument erected by Emperor Trajan in the heart of Rome to celebrate the conquest of Dacia
“Building a Masterpiece: Trajan's Column” is the title of the exhibition that the Gallerie degli Uffizi has devoted to the famous monument raised by Trajan, the first Emperor of Iberian birth, in the heart of Rome in 113 AD to celebrate the conquest of Dacia. 

The exhibition, hosted in the Limonaia Grande in the Boboli Garden from 21 June to 6 October, takes its cue from an in-depth analysis of historical, archaeological and iconographical documents. Adopting a completely new take on this well-known monument, it explores its building history on the basis of stringent scholarly criteria, illustrating the techniques employed to quarry the twenty-nine huge blocks of marble in quarries in the Apuan Alps; the solutions devised to get the blocks down to the port of Luni on the coast, load them onto marble-carrying ships and unload them at the river port on the Tiber; and the method adopted to drag them to the construction site in the Forum area.

Exhibition curator Giovanni Di Pasquale explained: “Trajan's Column, while unquestionably an expression of man's skill as an artist, needs also to be seen, just like other monuments of the ancient world, in the light of the technical and scientific knowledge that enabled it to be built. Its construction was merely the crowning moment of a project that began well to the north of Rome, in a marble quarry subsequently christened Fantiscritti: a primary site for quarrying the Luni marble chosen to embellish monuments and buildings in the capital and in other imperial sites.
The technical skills that made it possible to accomplish each phase in the plan were never recorded in writing and so they vanished with the end of the civilisation that put them to such superb use. Yet by comparing literary, archaeological, epigraphic, iconographical and numismatic sources, we have managed – in part, at least –  to put the pieces of this superlative achievement back together again”. 
Remarkable for the thoroughly revolutionary complexity of its architecture and engineering for the period, Trajan's Column epitomises the lofty heights achieved by the Romans in the art of building. One of the exhibition's aims is to help fill in the gaps in our scientific knowledge of the topic, because while the column's decorative apparatus has been studied extensively over the centuries, its construction process has not benefited to date from the same degree of interest.   

Gallerie degli Uffizi Director Eike Schmidt added: "Even though the Gallerie degli Uffizi collections include many other fragments of that immense architectural universe that was the Forum Ulpium, the two porphyry Dacians guarding the entrance to the Boboli Garden provide the most easily recognisable evidence of the destiny linking the Garden to Trajan's Column and to its legend. No other context seems more appropriate than the Boboli Garden (itself, after all, a kind of Renaissance take on the imperial gardens surrounding Rome) to illustrate the fame and fortune of a monument that has always been considered to embody the glory of the Eternal City."
The central part of the exhibition showcases scale models of Trajan's Column and of the machinery used in its construction. Visitors will also be able to admire a rich selection of original exhibits, thanks also to outstanding loans from over twenty museums, including reliefs, mosaics, scientific instruments, construction site machinery parts and a precious tapestry depicting Trajan discussing the project with Apollodorus of Damascus, the man who designed the Column. 

“Museo Galileo Director Paolo Galluzzi remarked, "Trajan's solemn and imposing column has dominated the eponymous Forum in Rome for almost two millennia. And yet, of the countless numbers of people who have stood before it in admiration down the ages, only a tiny minority has ever stopped to wonder how it was possible to erect such a massive structure with the technical means available to its builders at the time. That is why we felt it opportune that the exhibition should focus on the astonishing adventure of the monument's building history, as a way of highlighting the genius, technical skill and sheer hard work put in by the men who accomplished this astonishing feat.”
The exhibition, designed by the Gallerie degli Uffizi and the Museo Galileo, is curated by Giovanni Di Pasquale in conjunction with Fabrizio Paolucci. The catalogue is published by Giunti.
The exhibition is complemented by a range of multimedia aids designed by the Museo Galileo illustrating the building technology employed by the Romans. 
A dedicated website (https://mostre.museogalileo.it/colonnatraiana) hosts a virtual version, and the exhibition will also be accompanied by workshop activities specifically designed for schools and other visitors. 
The catalogue, published by Giunti in Italian and English, contains essays by the most authoritative experts on the subject. 
And finally, to tie in with the exhibition, the Gallerie degli Uffizi's official website hosts a virtual exhibition (https://www.uffizi.it/mostre-virtuali/sulle-tracce-di-traiano-mostra-virtuale) (curated by Manola Giachi) devoted to the antiquities of Trajan's day now in the collections of the Uffizi, the Pitti Palace and the Boboli Garden. The Gallerie degli Uffizi's extremely important and very rare collection of sculptures from Trajan's Forum includes the so-called Sabine Women in the Loggia dei Lanzi (they are, in fact, monumental effigies of the women in Trajan's household) and the porphyry Dacians guarding the entrance to the Boboli Garden. 
LINK TO THE EXHIBITION PAGE IN THE GALLERIE DEGLI UFFIZI WEBSITE 
https://www.uffizi.it/eventi/costruire-un-capolavoro-la-colonna-traiana 
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