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DA VINCI'S CODEX LEICESTER ON DISPLAY 
IN THE UFFIZI GALLERIES OF FLORENCE: 
A SPECTACULAR START TO CELEBRATE 
THE 500TH ANNIVERSARY OF LEONARDO'S DEATH

Florence, 4th October 2018: The Codex Leicester is a 
world-famous manuscript, that contains ground breaking thoughts and notes by Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519), one of the most genius artists and scientists in the history of mankind. 
Now this precious and unique collection of writings and drawings on the movements of water, astronomy and celestial light returns to Florence after a quarter of a century – as part of a spectacular exhibition, that will fascinate the visitors as a cultural highlight and multimedia experience. The exposition Water as Microscope of Nature. Leonardo da Vinci’s Codex Leicester presents more than 80 original pages by Leonardo and other precious manuscripts. It will be open for public in the Aula Magliabechiana of Uffizi Galleries from 30th October 2018 until 20th January 2019.  
The element of water: Leonardo da Vinci conducted haunting experiments to understand its nature, to use water as a source for energy and to search for solutions to keep its potentially destructive forces under control. The Renaissance genius’s thoughts on this topic are an important part of the Codex Leicester, that consists of 18 sheets of paper – each of them folded in half and written on both sides, composing the complete 72-page document. The manuscript offers also innovative ideas on other issues, especially on the material nature of the moon, its luminosity and on the history of planet Earth with its continuous and radical transformations. The Codex is named after Thomas Coke, later created Earl of Leicester, who purchased it in 1719. When owned by the industrialist and art collector Armand Hammer it has also been called Codex Hammer since the 1980ies, being now in property of the US business magnate Bill Gates, who bought the manuscript at a Christie’s auction in 1994 for US$ 30,802,500. It currently holds the record for the second highest sale price of any book.
The main parts of the Codex Leicester originated between 1504 and 1508, a truly "magical" season in Florentine history. The city witnessed the simultaneous presence of some of the world's greatest people in the fields of literature, art and science – a period, that the artist Benvenuto Cellini (1500-1571) called "the school of the world". For Leonardo da Vinci this was a time of intense artistic and scientific activity. He was pursuing anatomical studies in the Hospital of Santa Maria Nuova, working on possibilities to enable human beings to fly, attempting to paint the Battle of Anghiari on the wall of Palazzo Vecchio and studying solutions to make the river Arno navigable from Florence to the Mediterranean Sea.


The new exhibition Water as Microscope of Nature. Leonardo da Vinci's Codex Leicester was curated by Paolo Galluzzi, Director of the Museo Galileo in Florence: "The Codex Leicester is the product of Leonardo as a mature and extremely sophisticated artist, being an exact observer of nature, an engineer capable of approaching audacious projects and an original interpreter of the most significant phenomena both in the microcosm and in the macrocosm. The exhibition invites visitors to travel back to a time of great visions, of futuristic projects and of the efforts of a unique genius.” 
This is the Codex Leicester’s second "trip" to Florence. It was last shown in the Sala dei Gigli in Palazzo Vecchio in 1982 – when, within three months, more than 400,000 visitors came to see the exposition. It has taken more than two years to prepare this event and to set up the innovative technology that allows visitors now to leaf through the individual pages of the Codex on digital screens, to access a transcription of the texts and to receive multiple information on the issues they address. They will also have access to a vast range of digital footage produced by the Museo Galileo; these features can be found not only in the exhibition itself but also on the websites of the Uffizi Galleries and of the Museo Galileo. 
Dr. Eike Schmidt, Director of the Uffizi Galleries – where the exhibition will take place in the Aula Magliabechiana – emphazises, that the "display of Leonardo's Codex Leicester together with the other very precious drawings and writings by the ingenious da Vinci show our mission to explain very complex scientific research and results to a wide public audience. Therefore we put fundamendal chapters of the history of science in context, but with a thoroughly contemporary perspective and a state of the art media technology."
Alongside the Codex Leicester the exhibition will present a number of spectacular original drawings by Leonardo and codex sheets of outstanding importance, for example the 17th century anthology Del moto et misura dell’acqua (Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana) or the Codex on the Flight of Birds (Biblioteca Reale di Torino) compiled in the same months as Leonardo was working on the Codex Leicester. The visitors will see for instance four sheets from the Codex Atlanticus (Biblioteca Ambrosiana Milano), that illustrate Leonardo's studies of the moon and his invention of the crane, to enforce the canal project from Florence to the Mediterranean Sea. Also two double-sided sheets from the British Library's Codex Arundel are shown, that contain surveys of the Arno. Altogether the exposition includes more than 80 pages and the Codex on the Flight of Birds from Leonardo da Vinci and, in addition, 10 very precious manuscripts and incunables.
The exhibition of the Uffizi Galleries and the Museo Galileo is supported by the Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze. Its president Umberto Tombari points out: "We enthusiastically contribute to this great exposition, as it is de facto a kick-off for the 500th anniversary celebrations devoted to Leonardo da Vinci. Since our establishment 25 years ago, we have always supported art and culture. For an exhibition of this high level we are pleased to cooperate with two very prestigious institutions and to combine scientific accuracy with a vast range of multimedia techniques. This latter aspect is today more important than ever, because it helps the visitor to understand art and, in particular, a work such as this, which is not easy to grasp at first sight, in every one of its multiple layers of interpretation. Our foundation is very engaged in the training and education of young people – and the display of the Codex Leicester fits our approach in this field perfectly."
The exhibition’s catalogue in Italian and English is published by Giunti Editore.
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